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ADMINISTRATION

PASTOR . ... .. Rev. John J. Ouper
Director of Sacramental Formation. . ............ Deacon Matt Pidgeon
Administrative Coordinator . . ........................ Lisa Weesner

Administrative Assistant . . . ........ ... ... ... . . ...

CONTACT INFORMATION

Office: 630-858-5646 reo@stjamesge.org
Deacon Matt: 630-469-7540 x30 deacomatt@stjamesge.org
Lisa Weesner: 630-858-5646 lisa@stjamesge.org

The Church has always considered catechesis one of her primary tasks, for before Christ ascended to
His father after his resurrection, He gave the apostles a final command; to make disciples of all nations and to
teach them to observe all that He had commanded. Very soon, the name catechesis was given to the whole of
the efforts within the Church to make disciples and to help people believe that Jesus is the Son of God so that
believing they might have life in His name. At the heart of catechesis we find, in essence, a person, the Person
of Jesus of Nazareth, ““the only son from the Father, full of grace and truth,” who suffered and died for us and
who now, after rising, is living with us forever. It is Jesus who is “the way and the truth and the life,” and
Christian living consists in following Christ.

The primary and essential object of catechesis is “the mystery of Christ,” an expression St. Paul used
often in his Epistles. Catechizing is a way to lead a person to study this mystery in all its dimensions.
Accordingly, the definitive aim of catechesis is to put people in intimate communion with our Lord Jesus

Christ. Only He can lead us to the Father in the Spirit and make us share in the life of the Trinity.

(Taken from the Apostolic Exhortation of His Holiness Pope John Paul Il Catechesi Tradente (On Catechesis in Our

Time), paragraphs 1 to 5)



SACRAMENTAL BASED CATECHESIS

EMAIN IN ME, AS | REMAIN IN YOU. JUST AS A BRANCH CANNOT BEAR FRUIT ON ITS OWN UNLESS IT REMAINS
ON THE VINE, SO NEITHER CAN YOU UNLESS YOU REMAIN IN ME. | AM THE VINE, YOU ARE THE BRANCHES. WHOEVER
REMAINS IN ME AND | IN HIM WILL BEAR MUCH FRUIT ...” (John 15:4-5A)
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(Excerpts from “Becoming Active Members of a Sacramental Assembly” by Fr. J. Ouper, pastor of St. James the Apostle)
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Registration for Classes and Sacraments
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Grade 2 and Grade 8 Sacrament Fee:
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Grade 2 and Grade 8 Sacrament Fee:
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Grade 1 Concepts:

Grade 3 Concepts:

Grade 4 Concepts:

Grade 5 Concepts:
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Program Used:

Early Childhood Su
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Curriculum Descriptions
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nday Morning Program
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SACRAMENTAL FORMATION YEARS

Grade Two and Grades Six through Eight
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Sacramental Formation Program Information
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(National Catechetical Directory, #229).

Grade Two: Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Eucharist
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Parental Meetings and Mini-Retreats
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Grades 6 through 8: Sacrament of Confirmation
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Sacramental Preparation Service Projects
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Note: In order to discuss the needs of those to be served, and why service to them is so important all projects
and service hours must be pre-approved by the Director of Sacramental Formation. Forms are included at the

end of this handbook and on the web site.
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8th Grade Confirmation Requirements



Policies and Guidelines

Communication
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Attendance
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MORE THAN 3 ABSENCES in the Sacramental Preparation Grades (grade 2, and
grades 6,7,and 8) will require an evaluation for sacrament readiness by the Director of Sacramental

Formation.

Entrance Procedures
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Dismissal Procedures

Safety is a priority for our children!

Please exercise caution and courtesy when dropping off or picking up children from any church activity.



Supervision
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Non-Violence
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Additional Programs

Liturgy of the Word for Children
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Family First Liturgy

Vacation Bible Camp
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L.1.F.E. Youth Ministry
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The St. James the Apostle
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(The St. James ““500 Club” raffle is a fundraiser sponsored by the Office for Catechesis and
Sacramental Formation, and all proceeds from it directly impact the catechetical programs of
our parish.)

Please support our children! Consider purchasing a Raffle Ticket or Two!
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Catechetical Volunteer Opportunities

SUNDAY SCHOOL
TEACHER SIGN-UP

Contact: Office for Sacramental Formation and Catechesis
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Parish-wide Volunteer Opportunities
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High School Youth Ministry
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Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, and Altar Servers
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Children’s and Adult Choir
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Amendment

Statements in this handbook are subject to change with or without notice. The Office for Catechesis
and Sacramental Formation will attempt to inform families of changes as early as possible. However some
changes may be made immediately due to unforeseen circumstances.



CONFIRMATION SERVICE PROJECT APPROVAL FORM
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STUDENT NAME: DATE:
CATECHIST: GRADE:

DESCRIPTION OF SERVICE PROJECT:

APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF HOURS TO COMPLETE PROJECT:

APPROVAL:
DEACON MATT PIDGEON
DIRECTOR OF SACRAMENTAL FORMATION

DIRECTOR COMMENTS:
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