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The Church has always considered catechesis one of her primary tasks, for before Christ ascended to 

His father after his resurrection, He gave the apostles a final command; to make disciples of all nations and to 

teach them to observe all that He had commanded.  Very soon, the name catechesis was given to the whole of 

the efforts within the Church to make disciples and to help people believe that Jesus is the Son of God so that 

believing they might have life in His name.  At the heart of catechesis we find, in essence, a person, the Person 

of Jesus of Nazareth, “the only son from the Father, full of grace and truth,” who suffered and died for us and 

who now, after rising, is living with us forever.  It is Jesus who is “the way and the truth and the life,” and 

Christian living consists in following Christ. 

The primary and essential object of catechesis is “the mystery of Christ,” an expression St. Paul used 

often in his Epistles.  Catechizing is a way to lead a person to study this mystery in all its dimensions.  

Accordingly, the definitive aim of catechesis is to put people in intimate communion with our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Only He can lead us to the Father in the Spirit and make us share in the life of the Trinity. 

 

(Taken from the Apostolic Exhortation of His Holiness Pope John Paul II Catechesi Tradente (On Catechesis in Our 

Time), paragraphs 1 to 5) 

ADMINISTRATION 
 

PASTOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. John J. Ouper 
Director of Sacramental Formation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Deacon Matt Pidgeon 
Administrative Coordinator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lisa Weesner 
Administrative Assistant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Office:   630-858-5646                                   reo@stjamesge.org 
Deacon Matt: 630-469-7540 x30          deacomatt@stjamesge.org 
Lisa Weesner: 630-858-5646                                  lisa@stjamesge.org 
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SACRAMENTAL BASED CATECHESIS 

 R 
EMAIN IN ME, AS I REMAIN IN YOU. JUST AS A BRANCH CANNOT BEAR FRUIT ON ITS OWN UNLESS IT REMAINS 

ON THE VINE, SO NEITHER CAN YOU UNLESS YOU REMAIN IN ME.  I AM THE VINE, YOU ARE THE BRANCHES.  WHOEVER 
REMAINS IN ME AND I IN HIM WILL BEAR MUCH FRUIT …”  (John 15:4-5A) 

 

 

St. James the Apostle Parish is a blessed and vibrant community because of its many members.  It is a 

place where ministry flourishes through the commitment of its people and the support of the staff, who act as 

resources.  There is great hope because we realize the mission we fulfill is not our own, but that of Jesus 

Christ.  So with hope we persevere on this journey. 
 

In our parish we have always taken great care to prepare for the Sacraments.  Second graders take the 

time to learn in special ways how God’s forgiveness leads them to new life.  This is accomplished first and 

foremost by their parents.  In the Blessing of Parents found in the Rite of Baptism for Children it says that “the 

parents are the first and best of teachers in the ways of faith.”  In eighth grade we gather around the Eucharistic 

table to have our confirmandi state their intentions to carry the cross of Christ into the world.  This is done as 

we intensify preparation for Confirmation with a focus on community service and the Pentecost experience.  

Our sacramental programs, special meetings and retreats for parents and their children provide them with the 

resources to teach and receive the sacrament.  In this way parents are invited to a renewal of their own faith as 

they look at their own experience of sacramental grace.  First and foremost we are a sacramental community 

connected to Jesus. 
 

As we look ahead and as we look at catechesis of our children the old model which served us well up to 

now must give way to an approach to the sacred through sacramental catechesis.  We become community 

when we are gathered around the Eucharist.  Our Church is sacramental by nature and this is God’s divine 

plan.  So all of our volunteers and catechists along with the staff must continuously renew themselves in the 

Real Presence.  Quoting Jeremy Driscoll, OSB from Theology at the Eucharistic Table “Behind every one of 

the baptized who has come to celebrate Eucharist stands a magnificent personal story of grace, of struggle and 

labor and rejoicing, and all these united around that person’s faith.  All have received their faith through others 

who have believed before them and passed it on.  This is being Church…”  To open and unpack this 

realization is the cornerstone of ministerial renewal in our parish.  We have the responsibility to pass on the 

faith, especially to our children.  It can no longer be seen as the role of a few, but of the entire assembly who is 

renewed every time it receives the precious body and blood of Jesus.  With this encounter that holds us and 

forms us, we enter a mystery that we do not understand, nor that we can control.  It belongs to God. 

 
(Excerpts from “Becoming Active Members of a Sacramental Assembly” by Fr. J. Ouper, pastor of St. James the Apostle) 
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In order to achieve this Vision of Sacramental Catechesis we ask parents, as the “first 

and best of teachers in the ways of faith,” to join with our catechists and staff in stressing the 
importance of the following: 

 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
 

• Helping your children learn to pray by making prayer a daily part of your life at home. 

• As a family attending, with the community, the weekly Sunday Liturgy. 

• Receiving Eucharist at Mass.  

• Celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation during the year. 

• Instilling an attitude which recognizes the importance of religion in the life of your family and children. 

• By supporting and strengthening the parish, not just financially, but also with your time and talent. 

 
INTELLECTUAL GROWTH 
 

• By preparing for the lessons and reviewing any material sent home with your child. 

• On occasion, attending your child’s class as an observer or aide. 

• By attending all parent meetings through the year. 

 

PERSONAL GROWTH 
 

• By accepting responsibility for the personal behavior of your child while attending classes. 

• By responsible care of any books or materials provided to your child. 

• By dressing your child appropriately for class in the event that he or she will attend a mass or service 

during class time. 

 

SOCIAL GROWTH 
 

• By teaching your child to be respectful and courteous toward classmates and teachers. 

• By teaching your child to work together and to cooperate with other children both in and outside the 

classroom. 

• By raising the Christian awareness of your child to the justice and social needs of others, both on a local 

and international level. 
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Registration for Classes and Sacraments 
 

Registration forms for catechesis and sacramental formation are sent through the mail and/or email to 

families in our database.  To become a registered parish family, please contact the Parish Ministry Center at 

630-858-5646. Forms are also available on our parish website at www.stjamesge.org. 

 

Tuition and Fee Schedule (for Parish Families) 

 

Early Childhood:  
 

$75.00 per child  
 

Grades 1 through 8: 
 

One child: $170.00 
Two Children:  $230.00 
Three or more:  $285.00 

 
Grade 2 and Grade 8 Sacrament Fee: 

 

$75.00 
 

Tuition and Fee Schedule (for Out of Parish Families) 

 

Early Childhood:  
 

$100.00 per child  
 

Grades 1 through 8: 
 

One child: $220.00 
Two Children:  $300.00 
Three or more:  $385.00 

 

Grade 2 and Grade 8 Sacrament Fee: 
 

$100.00 

 

Payment of tuition and fees is due at time of registration.   
 

Payments may be paid with cash, check, credit card, through scheduled monthly deductions from your 

savings or checking account, or via a monthly charge to your credit/debit card.  No child will be denied 

instruction due to financial hardship.  Please contact the Office of Catechesis and Sacramental Formation to 

discuss how you might be able to assist us in other ways (volunteer, catechist aide, etc.) in lieu of part or all of 

the tuition. 
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Curriculum Descriptions 
 

Early Childhood Sunday Morning Program 
Early Childhood Leader:  Marcie Dorr 

 

 This program introduces the preschool child to God and His gifts, making him/her more aware of the 

surrounding world.  A hands-on approach connects the child’s world with that of God, as expressed in both the 

Hebrew scriptures and the Gospels.  This program meets on Sunday mornings from 9:30 to 10:30 beginning in 

September. 

 

Grade One and Grades Three through Five 
 

 Our program works with you and your child to teach the message of Jesus and our Church.  We gather 

together is groups to pray, to share the story of our faith, and to learn, reflect on, and practice the Gospel 

teachings.  Three class times are offered for your convenience.  Classes are held on Tuesday or Wednesday 

afternoons from 4:30 to 6 PM or Wednesday evenings from 6:30 to 8 PM, beginning the third week of 

September.  We open the year with a mass on September 18th at 6PM. 

  

 
Grade 1 Concepts:  The Trinity, the Holy Spirit, The Sacraments of Initiation, Jesus is our friend, God is our  
                                  Creator,  The Church 
 

Grade 3 Concepts:  The marks of the Church, Seven Sacraments, The Liturgy, The Apostles Creed, Church 
                                  Ministries. 
 
Grade 4 Concepts:  Christian Morality, The Ten Commandments, The Holy Spirit, The Beatitudes,  
                                  Forgiveness, The Church as Servant. 
 
Grade 5 Concepts:  The Seven Sacraments, Jesus: The Ultimate Sacrament, The Trinity, The Church as  
                                  Sacrament.  

 

   Program Used:  “Blest Are We”  Series   Publisher:  RCL Benziger  

 

In addition to these lessons, special lessons are provided during the year to familiarize the children with 

the liturgical seasons of Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, and Pentecost.  During Advent, grades 3 through 5, 

and during Lent, grades 2 through 5, will be offered the opportunity to celebrate the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation.  On Ash Wednesday and Holy Days all students will attend mass during class time.  Parents 

are invited to attend with their child’s class.  Classes will still meet on other days during those weeks. 
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SACRAMENTAL FORMATION YEARS 

 

Grade Two and Grades Six through Eight 
Director of Sacramental Formation:  Deacon Matt Pidgeon 

 

Sacramental Formation Program Information 
 

Though the influence of peers and adult catechists is important, catechetical programs are not intended 

to supplant parents as the primary educators of their children.  Parental involvement in catechetical programs is 

essential (National Catechetical Directory, #229). 

The home is the most important school and parents are the most important teachers.  Parents, by their 

vocation, have the primary obligation to develop the child/children given to them by God, physically, morally, 

intellectually, and spiritually.  The role of the Church is secondary yet supportive. 

In Order to assist the parents in this sacred responsibility our sacramental program includes the 

catechesis of both parents and children. 

 

Grade Two:  Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Eucharist  
 

“The whole Church, as a priestly people, acts in different ways in the work of reconciliation which has 

been entrusted to it by the Lord.”   (Rite of Penance, #8) 

Preparation for the celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time began long ago in 

your home.  The first time your child’s tear-filled eyes looked into yours and said “I’m sorry” and he/she was 

forgiven by you, became the first step in this preparation.  Now in level 2 we enter a new phase of preparation 

for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, whereby we continue walking in faith, leading the child to an 

understanding of the relationship this sacrament has with your child’s life and the life of the Church.  This 

Sacrament continues Jesus’ ministry of healing, forgiving, and reconciling all to God. 

“Initiated into the Christian mystery by Baptism and Confirmation, Christians are fully joined to the 

Body of Christ in Eucharist.  The Eucharist is the center and heart of Christian life for both the universal and 

local Church and for each Christian.  All that belongs to Christian life leads to the Eucharistic celebration or 

flows from it.”  (National Catechetical Directory, #121) 

Remember the first time your child joined you at the family dinner table?  Perhaps he or she sat on 

your lap or sat in a high chair.  Remember listening to the squeals of delight or the anguished cries of 

displeasure?  Remember sharing stories of the day?  Remember watching your child experience new foods and 

learning the proper and acceptable etiquette for the ritual of dining at the table? 



8 

 

 

Here is where you began the sacred obligation of preparing your child for the eating and drinking at the 

Lord’s table.  All these elements: GATHERING, LISTENING, GIVING, EATING, AND SERVING  are the 

dynamics of our ritual of Liturgy.  At this level we enter a new phase of preparation whereby we connect to the 

child’s story of gathering, listening, giving, eating, and serving, to the Church’s story of Gathering, Listening, 

Giving, Eating, and Serving.  Your role as parents is to take the child by the hand and lead them dancing to the 

table of the Lord. 

 

Grade 2 Concepts:  Preparation for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and First Eucharist, The Church as  

                                  Community, Sin and Morality, Service, Jesus is a Gift, Forgiveness, Gospel Stories. 

 

 Program Used:  1st Semester is “God’s Gift: Reconciliation”  

         2nd Semester is “God’s Gift: Eucharist”          

    Publisher:  Loyola Press, 2008 

 

Parental Meetings and Mini-Retreats 

In October we hold a mandatory 1st Reconciliation Parent Meeting with the pastor. During the second 

semester parents will be asked to attend one of four 1st Eucharist Mini-Retreats held in St. James Hall.  These 

are intended to provide parents with the resources to assist in the teaching of their children to receive the 

sacraments and also to a renewal of their own faith as you look at your own experience of sacramental grace.  

Father John will be the presenter for all of these gatherings. 

 

Requirements for this Sacrament 

1. Your child must be baptized.  A certificate must be submitted to St. James the Apostle. 

2. Your child must have satisfactorily completed the 1st grade catechetical program. 

3. Parents must attend all meetings to assist them in fulfilling their tasks as primary educators. 

4. Parents must be willing to be personally involved in the preparation of their child. 

5. Family must support the teachings of the Church, especially with regard to regular Sunday worship with 

the community. 
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Grades 6 through 8:  Sacrament of Confirmation 
 

“Those who have been baptized continue on the path of Christian initiation through the Sacrament of 

Confirmation.  In this sacrament they receive the Holy Spirit who was sent upon the apostles by the Lord on 

Pentecost.”  (Introduction to the Rite of Confirmation, #1) 

Your children belong to you through the waters of birth and they belong to the Church through the 

waters of Baptism.  You nurture them physically and emotionally. Eucharist nourishes them spiritually.  You 

strive to encourage them to make wise choices, and to stand strong for their beliefs.  Confirmation strengthens 

your children to bear witness to Jesus and to build up the Body of Christ, the Church, in faith and love.  Your 

role as parents is to help link your son’s or daughter’s life story to the great story of God:  Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit, as well as to the story of the Church living out her beliefs through parish life:  Liturgy, 

Sacraments, prayer, sacrifice, good works, charity, etc.  It all began many years ago when the Church asked 

you “What do you ask of God’s Church for your child?” (Rite of Baptism, #37) and you said “baptism.”  Now 

these children will begin a time of serious reflection.  The Sacrament of Confirmation  will then affirm and 

confirm what began at their Baptism. 

Our confirmation preparation begins in 6th grade and concludes with the Rite of Confirmation  in 8th 

grade.  The middle-school program is conducted in the model of small Christian communities.  Classes begin 

in October and are held either at St. James, or in the homes of and at times scheduled by the individual 

catechists. 

 
Grade 6 Concepts:  The Hebrew Scriptures, Jesus’ fulfillment of Hebrew Scriptures, God as Creator,  
                                  The Roots of Catholic Faith, Morality through the Ten Commandments. 
 
   Program Used:  “We Believe” Series    Publisher:  Sadlier 
 

Grade 7 Concepts:  The Creed 
 
   Program Used:  “The Creed”, Parts 1 & 2    Publisher:  Sadlier 
 
Grade 8 Concepts:  Morality, The Holy Spirit, and Immediate Preparation for Confirmation  
 
   Program Used:  “Morality” and “The Spirit Sets Us Free”   Publisher:  Sadlier 
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Sacramental Preparation Service Projects 
 

Beginning in 6th grade the students will be required to participate and complete a number of service 

projects.  The goal of this activity is to expose your child to our common baptismal calling to be the body of 

Christ in the world as Jesus’ disciples.  In so doing it is our hope that he/she will experience the Holy Spirit 

and receive the Grace and joy that comes with being a part of helping someone in need.  Our staff and the 

catechists working in collaboration with Youth Ministry and all of our ministries here at St. James the Apostle 

will assist the students in choosing projects that fulfill these hopes.  Annual requirements are as follows: 

 

• 6th grade:  One major group project organized by youth minister or catechist or 20 hours 

independent service. 

• 7th grade:  Two major group projects organized by youth minister or catechist or 20 hours 

independent service. 

• 8th grade:  20 hours of service either independently or via youth minister or catechist. 

 

Note:  In order to discuss the needs of those to be served, and why service to them is so important all projects 

and service hours must be pre-approved by the Director of Sacramental Formation.  Forms are included at the 

end of this handbook and on the web site. 

 

A partial list of ideas is included here, but from time to time we will send out updated lists. 

 

• Collaborate with the middle school youth minister  to participate in an organized service 

opportunity such as LOL. 

• Collaborate with St. Vincent DePaul Ministry to help at one of the many outreach ministries they 

support or adopt a family in need. 

• Develop a new middle school age ministry within St. James that serves the community. 

• Minister to homebound parishioners (holiday celebrations, visits, etc.). 

• During February and August, help to raise food for the Glen Ellyn Food Pantry. 

 
 
8th Grade Confirmation Requirements 

 

1. All confirmandi and their families must attend the Confirmation Enrollment Mass in October. 

2. Successful completion of the Confirmation exam based on teachings of 6th through 8th grade. 

3. Participation in the Sacrament of Confirmation interview process. 

4. Participation in the “Day of the Spirit” retreat for all confirmandi just prior to Confirmation. 
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Policies and Guidelines 
 

Communication 
 

 It is essential that the lines of communication remain open between the Office for Catechesis and 

Sacramental Formation and parents.  We see it as our mission to encourage and support your efforts as 

parents.  Communication may be handled in several ways: 

 

1.  Email:  Our most frequent form of communication with parents is via email.   

  For all general information and needs please contact us at reo@stjamesge.org 

          

        For specific questions/concerns relating to the sacraments and program content for  

                   all grades, please contact Deacon Matt Pidgeon:  deaconmatt@stjamesge.org 

 

        For general questions/concerns relating to the program content of all grades including the Early 

  Childhood Sunday Morning Program contact Lisa Weesner:  reo@stjamesge.org 

 

2.  Phone:   Our office phone is 630-858-5646. 

 

3.  Notes for the teacher:  Drop off anytime in office or have your child deliver them to the teacher. 

 

4.  Parish website  (www.stjamesge.org).  Click on “Catechesis and Sacramental Formation” 

 

5.  Attendance at parent meetings:   Especially those relating to the sacraments. 

 

 

Class Cancellations  

 

When public school classes are cancelled due to extreme weather,  sacramental formation and 

catechetical classes will also be cancelled.  Check your email box often on such days for information on class 

cancellations.  We will do our best to notify you well in advance when classes are cancelled. 
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Attendance 
 

Lateness and irregular attendance interfere greatly with a child’s progress  Your cooperation and 

support in this matter are essential for your child’s growth and development.  An excusable absence is illness 

or an emergency.  Anything else (sports, clubs, etc.) are non-excused absences.  

 

In the event of absence please notify our office via phone or email as soon as possible.  Please leave 

reason for absence.  Four absences in the non-sacramental years will be considered excessive resulting in a 

conference by the Coordinator of Catechesis and the parents to consider the ramifications and discern the 

appropriate course.  MORE THAN 3 ABSENCES in the Sacramental Preparation Grades (grade 2, and 

grades 6,7,and 8) will require an evaluation for sacrament readiness by the Director of Sacramental 

Formation. 

 

Entrance Procedures 
 

1. Parents should drop off their children NO EARLIER THAN 15 minutes prior to the start of classes or 

activities. 

2. Enter by way of the St. James School foyer (ENTRANCE A) 

3. Children should line up in the hallway outside their classroom door until their catechist allows entrance. 

 

Dismissal Procedures 

 

1. Catechists will dismiss children to the school foyer. 

2. Parents may greet their children in the foyer or on the front sidewalk outside of the school or church.  

Parents may not require their children to walk through the parking lot to meet them. 

3. Please notify in writing when an older sibling or other adult is designated to retrieve your child from the 

classroom. 

Safety is a priority for our children!  

Please exercise caution and courtesy when dropping off or picking up children from any church activity. 
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Supervision 

 

NO SUPERVISION IS PROVIDED BEFORE OR AFTER SPECIFIED PROGRAM TIMES. 

 

 If an emergency occurs and you will be delayed in picking up your child, please immediately notify the  

Office for Catechesis and Sacramental Formation. 

 

Discipline 

 

 The staff is accountable as well as responsible to parents of the children enrolled to provide an 

environment in which catechetical teaching can take place.  The catechist’s presence, along with the 

establishment of group guidelines, works to assure that the Good News of Jesus will be spread in a loving, 

positive, and exciting manner.  It is imperative that a Christian and cooperative attitude prevail.  

 

 

Non-Violence 

 

 The environment of catechesis should be one of love and respect for all individuals.  If a student’s 

behavior consists of acts of violence, threats, harassment, and/or bullying, it should be reported to the 

Coordinator or Director.  All reports will be taken seriously, and the matter will be immediately investigated.  

The Director and the Coordinator along with the pastor retain the decision-making responsibility for the 

remedy of the situation.  Every effort shall be made to provide help for both the child being mistreated and 

those alleged to be mistreating someone. 
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Additional Programs 
 
 

Liturgy of the Word for Children 
 

During the school year the “Liturgy of the Word for Children” provides time within the Sunday 9:30 

Mass during the Liturgy of the Word so that the children in grades Kindergarten through Grade 3 can hear and 

discuss on their own level the scriptures of the day.  On the second and third Sundays during the 9:30 mass 

following the opening prayer the children are called forward to be dismissed to our education center rooms.  

The sessions are conducted by high school students under the direction of the Coordinator of Catechesis and 

our high school youth minister.   

Family First Liturgy 
 

Beginning in October on the first Sunday of the month within the 9:30 mass we will have a special 

mass entitled “Family First.”  Included is a “Children’s Homily” where following the readings the children 

will be asked to gather in the space at the foot of the altar.  In the image of Jesus in Matthew’s Gospel, the 

homilist will break open the word with your children and the assembly.  And our children’s choir will lead us 

in song.  

 

 

Vacation Bible Camp 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Vacation Bible Camp is a very special week held in June after school is out for the summer.  The camp 

is held in the mornings and children enjoy stories that are Bible-based along with games, crafts, music, and 

treats. Themes differ from year to year.  This is an excellent addition to the yearly catechetical program. 

 Space is limited and registration usually begins around April 1st.  There is a nominal charge which 

helps defer the expense of materials and facilitation of this activity.   
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L.I.F.E. Youth Ministry 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Our youth ministry program entitled, “L.I.F.E.”, calls teens to “Live it for the Eucharist”, 
a call that is central to our Catholic faith.  The goal of L.I.F.E. is to earn teens’ confidence by 
meeting them where they are at and encouraging them to move to where God wants them to 
be.  L.I.F.E. uses a number of approaches to meet the diversity of their needs: 
 

• L.I.F.E. Mass, (designed to include teen participation)  L.I.F.E. Masses are scheduled at 
6PM on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month. 

 
• “The Walk”, (High School teens gather in St. James Hall after the 6pm L.I.F.E. Mass for 

food, fun, and fellowship). 
 

• Service Projects—Middle School teens gather after the 11:30 mass on the third Sunday 
of the month to work on various projects and to share spiritually. 

 
• Spiritual Events/Retreats 
 
• Bible Study 
 
• Mission Trips 

 
 
 

Contact Person: 
 

Laura Goebel, High School Youth Minister 
630-469-7540 (x24), laura@stjamesge.org) 
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The St. James the Apostle 
“500 Club” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Club Membership Benefits 
 

Supporting the catechesis of our children. 

A chance every week of the year to win $100. 
Two special “Basket” drawings during the year. 

 
 

How to Join the Club 
 

Membership Raffle Tickets are sold after all Masses the weekends of Sept. 12th and 

13th and Sept. 19th and 20th.  Tickets are also available any time throughout the year for 

purchase in the Office for Catechesis and Sacramental Formation during class time or the 

Ministry Center Office during the week.  

 

Club Membership Cost:   One membership $50.00, or 3 for $100.00  
 

One ticket is drawn each Monday of the year, beginning with the first Monday in 

October.  Weekly winners are immediately re-entered, so every member has the opportunity to 

win every week of the year.  Winners will be notified immediately and all names will be 

printed in the bulletin monthly. 

 

 
 

(The St. James “500 Club” raffle is a fundraiser sponsored by the Office for Catechesis and 
Sacramental Formation, and all proceeds from it directly impact the catechetical programs of 
our parish.) 
 
 
Please support our children!  Consider purchasing a Raffle Ticket or Two! 
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Catechetical Volunteer Opportunities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

For information on:  
 

Becoming a Catechist or Catechist’s Aide 
A Teen Leader for Children's Liturgy of the Word 

A Vacation Bible Camp Helper 
 

Contact: Office for Sacramental Formation and Catechesis 
(630-858-5646, or reo@stjamesge.org) 

 

 

Parish-wide Volunteer Opportunities 
 

For information on:  
 

 

High School Youth Ministry 

Contact:  Laura Goebel (630-469-7540, ext. 24 or laura@stjamesge.org) 
 

Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, and Altar Servers 

Contact: Jean Moeller (630-469-7540, ext. 12 or jean@stjamesge.org) 
 

Children’s and Adult Choir 

Contact: Mitchell Owens (630-469-7540, ext. 16 or mitchell@stjamesge.org) 
 
 

 

Amendment 

 

 Statements in this handbook are subject to change with or without notice.  The Office for Catechesis 
and Sacramental Formation will attempt to inform families of changes as early as possible. However some 
changes may be made immediately due to unforeseen circumstances. 
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CONFIRMATION SERVICE PROJECT APPROVAL FORM 

 
This form must be filled out and submitted to the Office for Catechesis and Sacramental Formation at least one 
week prior to starting the service project. 

           

STUDENT NAME:  ____________________________________  DATE:  ____________________ 

 

CATECHIST:  ________________________________________  GRADE:  __________________ 

 

 

DESCRIPTION OF SERVICE PROJECT:  _________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF HOURS TO COMPLETE PROJECT:  _________________________ 

 

APPROVAL:  _________________________________________ 
    DEACON MATT PIDGEON 

    DIRECTOR OF SACRAMENTAL FORMATION 

 

DIRECTOR COMMENTS:   

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Copies to:  Office for Catechesis and Sacramental Formation 
       Catechist 
       Student and Parents 
 
Guidelines: 

• 6th grade:  One major group project or 20 hours independent projects 

• 7th grade:  Two major group projects or 20 hours independent projects 

• 8th grade:  20 hours of service either independently or via youth minister or catechist. 

Note:  You must also complete the post-activity report form to get credit for the project or hours. 


